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Deadline for registration: January 4, 2019 

Lesser-Known and  
Presented by: Gerry Corrigan 

with Sue Mellor, John Perlin, Joop Koornwinder, Ted Anagnoson 

Wednesdays, January 9, 16, and 23, 2019 

9:30 a.m. – 12 noon 

Veronica Springs Church 

949 Veronica Springs Road, Santa Barbara 

In this course we will learn about several interesting characters whose activities and accomplishments are 
not widely known today. In some cases, their achievements were laudable; in other cases they certainly were 
not. The word HERO calls to mind someone who acts in a principled way, someone we might respect, admire, 
and emulate. A ROGUE, however, leads a life marked by deceit and unethical behavior (and with, in some 
cases, a certain illicit charm). 

Let’s meet the five individuals we’ll talk about in this class—two women and three men, two U.S. citizens 
and three from Europe—and the presenters who will introduce them. 

 
 “The Princess Who Murdered a Tsar and Changed the Course of Russian Sofia Perovskaya:

History,” presented by Gerry Corrigan. 
This presentation will focus on the assassination of Tsar Alexander II (The Great Reformer) in Russia in 
1881 and the people who murdered him, from the “People’s Will” terrorist group. We will discuss the 
Romanov Dynasty (1613–1917), the rise of political opposition groups, the  emancipation of the serfs 
and other reforms, and the impact of Alexander’s death, as well as the arrest, trial, and execution of the 
murderers. We will also see part of a 1967 Russian film on the life of Sofia, with music by Shostakovich. 

“The Most Important Forgotten Man of Science,” presented by  Alexander von Humboldt: 

Sue Mellor. 
How is it that this man who was as famous as Napoleon, and whose name appears on everything from 
penguins to a great ocean current to a county in California and even a feature on the moon, has 
slipped into obscurity? Von Humboldt (1769–1859) travelled where others feared to tread and wrote 
volumes of scientific knowledge in such artistic prose that he inspired not only Enlightenment 
scholars but also poets, artists, and avid admirers from Darwin to Bolivar to Henry David Thoreau.   



 
 

VISTAS Calendar — Winter/Spring 2019 
Seminar/Event Inclusive dates Time Venue 

Vistas Winter Social Sunday, January 27 12:30 pm Music Academy of the West 

Nonfiction Book Club 2nd Thursday monthly 1:30 pm Vista del Monte/Sierra Madre Lounge 

Documentary Film Club 3rd Thursday monthly 2:00 pm Maravilla Theater 

Lesser-Known Heroes and Rogues Weds., Jan. 9, 16, 23 9:30 am Veronica Springs Church 

Let’s Talk Art! (SBMA Docents) Mon., Jan. 28; Feb. 4, 11 9:30 am Goleta Library  

Richard Wagner: The Man and the Music Tues., Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26 9:30 am Veronica Springs Church 

Ensemble Theatre: Death of a Salesman Sunday, Feb. 10 1:00 pm Arts & Culture Ctr. + New Vic Theatre 

God Save This Honorable Court Mon., Mar. 4, 11, 18 9:30 am Venue TBD 

Is This How Fascism Comes to America? Mon., Mar. 25 9:30 am Venue TBD  

Annual Short Story Discussion Group Wed., Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27 1:00 pm Private home  

10 Key Turning Pts., Western Civiliz. Mon., Apr. 1, 8, 15 9:30 am Venue TBD 

Kipling: Poet of the British Empire Wed., Apr. 10, 17, 24 9:30 am Venue TBD 

Émigré Musicians in Interwar America Wed., May 1, 8, 15 9:30 am Venue TBD 

Beauty, Sex, and Evolution Mon., May 6, 13, 20 1:00 pm Farrand Hall / SB Mus. of Nat. History 

Building a Botanical Nirvana: Lotusland Tues., May 21, 28 9:30 am Lotusland 

Memory Lane: Guided Writing Expedition Wed., May 22, 29; June 5, 12 9:30 am Private home 

 

 

   

“North America’s First Female Physicist of Note,” presented by Eunice Newton Foote: 

John Perlin. 
Eunice Foote in 1856 became the first person to demonstrate that carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas. 
She also was the first to correctly speculate that an atmosphere with more CO2 would lead to an Earth 
with higher temperature. Her insights founded two scientific disciplines—climate change and 
paleoclimatology. In their own way, her findings rank in importance with Darwin’s Origin of Species for 
contemporary cultural and scientific discussion and debate. John Perlin (UCSB) has written four highly 
acclaimed books on solar energy and forestry and is currently writing a book on Eunice Foote. 

“The Dutch Art Forger Who Made Vermeers and Fooled the Experts and the Han van Meegeren: 

Nazis,” presented by Joop Koornwinder. 
As a child, Han van Meegeren (1889–1947) fell in love with the painters of the Dutch Golden Age (17th 
century) and vowed he would become the equal of such masters as Vermeer, Rembrandt, and Franz 
Hals. While van Meegeren was considered a good artist, art critics and dealers did not agree that he was 
in the same league as his idols. He attempted to prove them wrong by forging paintings and passing 
them off as work by Vermeer and Pieter de Hoogh. Van Meegeren was extremely successful and made 
millions, until his crimes caught up with him. 

“The Embodiment of Populism, presented by Ted Anagnoson. Huey Long: 

Huey Long, governor and US senator from Louisiana from 1929 to 1936, dominated his state as few 
politicians have done before or since. He had thousands of workers under his control, orchestrating 
elections, padding voting lists, and directing ballot counting. He used the state militia as his personal 
police force and tried to prohibit the newspapers from publishing negative articles about him. He 
ordered the state legislature to slavishly pass hundreds of bills that increased his power, destroyed  
his enemies, and stretched the limits of constitutionalism. In this segment we will explore Long’s power 
and discuss whether it could happen again! 

An atmosphere 
of that gas 

[CO2] would 
give to our 

earth a much 
higher 

temperature. 

“ 
 
 
 
 

” 


