
  

We live in a global society with instant communications, rapid travel, and increasing awareness of 

multinational issues. How well is the U.S. performing in meeting the challenges that exist in 2023?  

We will cover some 30 topics, including the economy, environment, education, healthcare, climate change, 

immigration, military preparedness, safety, prosperity, and personal happiness. The “Top 10” format 

provides a quick snapshot of how well the U.S. compares to other nations. The source of this information 

is from well-vetted international surveys by highly credible and impartial world-wide organizations.  

Links to each source are provided for those seeking more details, and a complete pdf copy is available 

upon request at no additional charge. Do join us! 

  

 

805-967-6030 

vistas@vistaslifelonglearning.org 

Enrollment form: Where in the World Is the U.S.? A Top-Ten Survey 

Tuesday, October 31, 2023 

Via Zoom: Enrollees will receive a link via email before each session. 

VISTAS members $20; non-members $30 

➢ EITHER pay online on our website by secure credit card through PayPal: 
https://www.vistaslifelonglearning.org/current-courses 

   

➢ OR mail this form and your check to: VISTAS Lifelong Learning, Inc. 
P.O. Box 23228, Santa Barbara CA 93121 

Number of persons  __________________   $ _________________  Check # ________________________  

Name(s): ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone:  _______________________________  Email:  __________________________________________ 00 

Where in the World Is the U.S.? 
A TOP-TEN SUMMARY  

Presented by: Douglas Stowell 

One Tuesday: October 31 

10:00 a.m. – 12 noon 

ONLINE via ZOOM 
Enrollees will receive a link via email before the session. 

Countries with highest military expenditure in 2022 
In billions of dollars and change (%) from 2021 

https://www.vistaslifelonglearning.org/current-courses


 

VISTAS Fall 2023 Calendar 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE; for up-to-date information, visit our website (VistasLifelongLearning.org) frequently!  

Course / Event Date(s) Time Venue 

Annual Fall Picnic Saturday, September 9 12:30 pm Tucker’s Grove 

Fiction Book Club / Sharon Alvarado 3rd Thursday monthly 10:00 am Bethany Congreg. Church 

Monday Nonfiction Book Club / Dawn McGrew 4th Monday monthly 1:30 pm Via Zoom 

Flight—Ups and Downs of Aviation / Bruce Phillips Mon. Sep. 11 and 18 1:00 pm Bethany Congreg. Church 

Impact of Railroads on Am. Music / Norm Cohen Wed. Sep. 13, 20, 27, Oct. 4 9:30 am Bethany Congreg. Church 

Legendary Foods of France and Italy / Larry Canepa Fri. Sep. 15 and 22 10:00 am Via Zoom 

Women behind Walls / Bee Bloeser  Thur. Sep. 28 9:30 am Bethany Congreg. Church 

Rethinking Obesity / Dr. Fima Lifshitz Tues. Oct. 3 9:30 am Valle Verde 

Money in America’s Political System / Ted Anagnoson Mon. Oct. 16, 23, 30 9:30 am Bethany Congreg. Church 

The Nature of Time / Jim Hemmer Wed. Oct. 18 9:30 am Bethany Congreg. Church 

Pirates! / Peter Beuret Thur. Oct. 26 9:30 am Bethany Congreg. Church 

History and Development of the Bible / Norm Cohen Fri. Oct. 27, Nov. 3, 10, 17 9:30 am Venue TBD 

The US in the World: A Top-10 Summary / D. Stowell Tues. Oct. 31 10:00 am  Via Zoom 

Thirty-Six Years in the CIA / Heidi August Mon. Nov. 6 9:30 am Bethany Congreg. Church 

Sitting Bull: In His Own Words / J. Ferry & G. DeSoto Wed. Nov. 8 9:30 am Valle Verde Theater 

Church Music in the 16th Century / Henry Michaels Mon. Nov. 13, 20, 27 10:00 am Via Zoom   

“The Opulent Summer” Mural / C. Garfinkle Wed. Nov. 15 9:30 am Bethany Congreg. Church 

Combating Human Trafficking / Florrie Burke Fri. Dec. 1 9:30 am Bethany Congreg. Church 

Women Architects of S.B. / Rose Thomas Mon. Dec. 4, 11 1:00 pm Bethany Congreg. Church 

Science Behind the Botanic Garden / S. Windhager Wed. Dec. 6 1:00 pm Santa Barbara Botanic Garden 

 

 

   

 

Doug Stowell has been an OLLI instructor at Furman University in Greenville, SC since 

2015 and a national instructor since 2018. He has presented Zoom programs at over 40 

OLLIs. Earlier he was Director of Market Research for the Xerox Corp., U.S. Director for 

the U.K. firm National Opinion Polling, Ltd., and Senior Consultant with Wirthlin 

Worldwide Polling in DC. He opened his own firm in 2008 and continues today 

conducting global consumer issues surveys and political polls. 

U.S. HEALTH CARE 
RANKS LAST AMONG 
WEALTHY COUNTRIES 

The Commonwealth Fund, 2014 


