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The idea of continued learning ...  

VISTAS Lifelong Learning was founded in 1999 by some residents of Santa Barbara who were 

interested in courses that had more breadth and learning than what is normally offered in 

adult education.  

VISTAS is a nonprofit membership organization, providing adults in the Santa Barbara area 

opportunities for continued learning through in-depth study of courses in many different 

areas of human endeavor.   

VISTAS seminars are for people who appreciate the relevance of our cultural heritage, like to 

think creatively, want to seek knowledge for its own sake, have the time to pursue these 

interests, and enjoy meeting like-minded people. 

VISTAS is a self-governing, peer-led lifelong learning organization whose members organize 

seminars, occasional lectures, and social events. We are one of the few unaffiliated lifelong 

learning organizations in the United States.  

 

 

 

JOIN VISTAS! 

Your VISTAS membership will contribute to the financial stability the organization needs to 

continue to flourish and provide lifelong learning in Santa Barbara. Joining VISTAS entitles 

you to exceptional benefits, including: 

 Members-only discounted seminar fees — a one-third discount 

 Advance notice and priority booking of seminars 

 Invitations to members-only lectures and special events 

 The satisfaction of knowing that you are helping support lifelong learning in  

our community 

VISTAS annual membership extends from July 1 through June 30.   

You can join by using the membership application form on page 19 of this catalog.   

 

 

VISTAS course instructors present their own views and opinions and not those of Vistas Lifelong Learning, Inc.  

CATALOG COVER: View of the Santa Barbara Mission, photograph by VISTAS member Ernie 

Witham. We encourage VISTAS members and supporters to submit their own art or 

photography, preferably evoking beautiful Santa Barbara, for possible use as our next catalog 

cover. Send your images to vistas@silcom.com and let us showcase your work! 
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Dear Friends, 

 

With great pleasure I welcome all of you to the VISTAS Lifelong Learning Fall program. This 

catalog covers courses offered from September to December 2018. 

 

This season we have created nine courses of differing lengths, in addition to two series that go all 

year—the Documentary Film Club and the Nonfiction Book Club—as well as a trip to Opera 

Santa Barbara’s production of La Bohème.  Course titles range from “Hey Santa Barbara! Got 

Water?!” to “The Initiative/Referendum Process and Propositions on the November 2018 Ballot” 

to “Hamilton: The Man, the Myth, the Musical” and also include “Written, Produced and 

Directed by Powell and Pressburger,” “African Art: Five Iconic Themes,” and “From Life to 

Literature to Opera.” You will also have a chance to enjoy “Santa Barbara History Along the 

Waterfront” and a thought-provoking course on “What the Movies Didn’t Tell Us About WWII.” 

We’ll also learn about “The Creative Heart in Action.” We begin each Fall season with our 

popular VISTAS Fall Picnic, when we enjoy social time together with old and new friends over a 

delicious catered lunch, meet some of our presenters, and receive a brief overview of our Fall 

courses. You can also review our courses and other events on our website:  

www.vistaslifelonglearning.org. 

 

We have many other courses in preparation for our Winter/Spring 2019 season. A partial list is 

on page 16, and full course descriptions will appear in our next catalog, due in December. 

 

We owe huge thanks to all the people who have built VISTAS into the vibrant continuing 

learning organization that it is today. VISTAS offered just a few courses when it started in  

1999 and only 10 or so in 2005, but we now present 30+ courses per year. Our Curriculum 

Committee members deserve special recognition for creating a growing catalog of thought-

provoking courses every year. We are most appreciative of our presenters, all of whom are 

volunteers who are motivated by their own curiosity and their desire to inspire our interest and 

curiosity in turn. All are eager to share their passions for the subjects they have chosen to research 

and present. Special thanks go to our immediate past president, Ted Anagnoson, who leaves 

very big shoes to fill (literally!). Ted served as chair of the Curriculum Committee for four 

years and as VISTAS President for two, and continues his service on the VISTAS Board. 

 

We welcome your thoughts; please feel free to contact any VISTAS Board  

or Curriculum Committee member with ideas for future courses or events.  

 

Enjoy the Fall courses! 

 

 

 

Letter from the President 
 

Pat Sheppard 

President, 2018–19 
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VISTAS Officers, 2018–19 

Pat Sheppard, President pat.sheppard@gmail.com 805-886-3359 

Ted Anagnoson, Immediate Past President anag999@silcom.com 805-681-9994 

Sharon Alvarado, Secretary seammk@verizon.net 805-451-7491 

Ernie Marx, Treasurer ebmarx@cox.net 805-969-8880 

Sue Mellor, Venues sbsuem@gmail.com 805-963-5023 

Ben Kehela, Tech Arrangements kehela4836@cox.net 805-883-8380 

 Assisted by Ted Anagnoson 

Patricia Poilé, Public Relations patricia.poile@gmail.com 916-717-2082 

Robert Benham, Curriculum benhamra@aol.com 805-770-7484 

Jill Breedon, Curriculum j illby@gmail.com 805-895-0508 

Barbara Margerum, Curriculum barbaramargerum@cox.net 805-969-5149 

Marti Mangan, Membership/Hospitality mpmang@gmail.com 805-964-7004 

 Assisted by Louise Anagnoson 

General Board Members 

 

   

  

  Curriculum Committee Members 

 Robert Benham (co-chair) George Frakes Barbara Krahn 

 Jill Breedon (co-chair) Doris Frey Peter Kruse 

 Barbara Margerum (co-chair) Charles Hamilton Sue Mellor  

 Sharon Alvarado Barbara Huemer Jan O’Dowd 

 Ted Anagnoson Brian Johnson Patricia Poilé 

 Gerry Corrigan Johanna Johnson Charlie Schneider 

 Steve Ebbin Lois Kaplan Mort Weisman 

 Sarah Fox Ben Kehela Diane Wolf 

 

VISTAS Business Manager 

 Lynn Shively vistas@silcom.com 805-967-6030 

 

  

Jane DeSelm 

Allison Grosfield 

Karl Hutterer 

Charlie Schneider 

Tom Wolf 

Gene Waller 

Lois Kaplan 

Peter Kruse 

Curt Mosso 
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VISTAS Fall 2018 Program Overview 
    

 No. of  
Day(s) Date(s) Time sessions Course/Activity 
 

SPECIAL EVENT: 

Sunday Sep. 16 12:30 1 VISTAS Annual Fall Picnic 

Thursdays Starts Sep. 13 1:30 11 Nonfiction Book Club 

 Every 2nd Thursday of the month through July 

Thursdays Starts Sep. 20 2:00 10 Documentary Film Club 

 Every 3rd Thursday of the month through June  

Tuesdays Sep. 18, 25; Oct. 2, 9 1:00 4 Hey Santa Barbara! Got Drinking 

    Water?! 

Mondays Sep. 24; Oct. 1, 8 1:00 3 The Initiative/Referendum Process,  

 Propositions on the Nov. 2018 Ballot, 

 and the Uniqueness of CA Govt./Policy 

Wednesdays Sep. 26; Oct. 3, 10 1:00 3 Written, Produced and Directed by 

    Powell and Pressburger 

Mondays Oct. 15, 22, 29 1:00 3 Hamilton: The Man, the Myth,  

    the Musical 

Fridays Oct. 26; Nov. 2, 9 9:30 3 Introducing African Art: Five Iconic 

    Themes 

Thursday Nov. 1 1:00 1 The Creative Heart in Action 

Monday Nov. 5 9:30 1 From Life to Literature to Opera: 

    The Opera S.B. 2018–19 Season 

Sunday Nov. 11 2:30 1 A Trip to Opera Santa Barbara: 

    La Bohème 

Tuesdays Nov. 13, 20, 27; Dec. 4 1:00 4 What the Movies Didn’t Tell Us  

    About WWII! 

Wednesday Dec. 12 1:00 1 Santa Barbara History Along the 

    Waterfront 

See following pages for full descriptions of these courses and activities. 
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VISTAS Annual Fall Picnic 
Sunday, September 16, 2018 

12:30 p.m. 

Kiwanis Meadows at Tucker’s Grove Park 

800 San Antonio Creek Road at Cathedral Oaks Road 

(at the end of Turnpike), Santa Barbara  

VISTAS members and non-members: $30 in advance; $35 at the door 

 

 

Please join us at our Fall season’s kickoff event—

our annual picnic in the park! Our delicious 

Italian-flavored luncheon will include a gourmet 

cheese display with fresh vegetables, fruit, olives, 

and crackers; bruschetta al pomodoro; chicken 

cacciatore; tossed garden salad with balsamic 

dressing and pasta salad with Italian vinaigrette; 

garlic broccoli; small chocolate and lemon 

mousses; and wine, iced tea, or citrus water. 

 

Everyone is welcome! We encourage members to 

bring their friends to introduce them to VISTAS. 

The picnic is the perfect time to get a taste of 

Bring a Friend! 
 

DID YOU KNOW that VISTAS members are permitted to bring a guest to one session 

of a regularly scheduled course in which they are enrolled? 

 

If you know someone who might be interested in becoming a new member of 

VISTAS, and you would like to introduce that person to our organization, you may 

invite him or her to sit in on one session, free of charge.  

 

Please note that our Business Manager must be notified in advance to determine  

if space is available. You can contact Lynn Shively by phone (805-967-6030) or email 

(vistas@silcom.com). 

 

Also, please note that this policy excludes our two popular catered social events,  

the annual Fall Picnic in September and Winter Social in January, although non-

members may attend those events at the same cost as members. 

 

 

 
 

what VISTAS Lifelong Learning has to offer! We’ll 

provide an overview of the VISTAS schedule of 

events and seminars planned for 2018–19 and a 

chance to meet some of our presenters too.  

 

You can reserve space at the picnic by mailing in 

the registration form on page 18 of this catalog; 

or by sending in the form at the bottom of the 

flyer that is sent to all VISTAS members; or by 

registering on our website, with payment by 

credit card through PayPal. Your advance 

payment of $30 should reach us by September 

6th; or you can pay $35 at the event. 
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 Nonfiction Book Club: History and Public Affairs 
Second Thursday of each month, from September through July 

1:30 p.m. / First Fall meeting: September 13, 2018 

Vista del Monte, Sierra Madre Lounge 

3775 Modoc Road, Santa Barbara 

VISTAS members only: $25 for the year 

 

Our nonfiction book club focuses on history and 

public affairs. Books are proposed and selected 

at the September meeting.  

 

Each discussion is led by a different group 

member, who comes in with suggested questions 

(which we are all free to supplement). 

Membership is limited to 20; in case of over-

enrollment, participants will be selected by 

lottery. 

 

Following is a list of the books we’ve read and 

discussed so far this year. 

 January: Deep Down Dark, Hector Tobar 

 February: Evicted, Matthew Desmond 

 March: Hidden Life of Trees, Peter Wohlleben 

 April: Ninety Percent of Everything, Rose 

George 

 May: Lab Girl, Hope Jahren 

 June: The Warmth of Other Suns, Isabel 

Wilkerson 

 July: Waiting for Snow in Havana, Carlos Eire 

 

Our selection for September is A Very Expensive 

Poison: The Assassination of Alexander Litvinenko 

and Putin’s War with the West, Luke Harding. 

 
  

We will be screening the following films, starting in 

September, 2018: 

20 September: The Salt of the Earth (2015), by Wim 

Wenders and Juliano Ribeiro Salgado 

18 October: Harold and Lillian: A Hollywood Love 

Story (2015), by Daniel Raim 

15 November: Dinosaur 13 (2014), by Todd 

Douglas Miller 

20 December:  California Typewriter (2017), by 

Doug Nichol 

17 January 2019: Merchants of Doubt (2015), by 

Robert Kenner 

 

This ongoing film club will run from September 

through June this year.  

 

We invite you to join other interested VISTAS 

members to view and discuss a wide range of 

documentary films. Members select films for 

both the filmmaking and the subject. Our 

discussions begin with the question, “What did 

the film’s creator want us to conclude?” 

Background material, including fact checking, 

sources of financing, opposing points of view, 

and notes from reviews, is presented when 

appropriate. We occasionally have filmmakers 

come to speak and show their work. 

Coordinated by:  

Deb Waller 

Documentary Film Club 
Third Thursday of each month, from September through June 

2:00 p.m. / First Fall meeting: September  20, 2018 

Maravilla Theater 

5486 Calle Real, Goleta 

VISTAS members, $25 for the year; non-members, $30 for the year; or $5 each month at the door 

Coordinated by: 

Peter Searl and Mary-Ellen Birkett 
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Santa Barbara has endured seven years of 

drought, and people are asking questions. To 

provide answers, the September 18 lecture will 

review sources of drinking water for the Santa 

Barbara area, with expert guest speakers on 

desalinated ocean water and groundwater. In the 

September 25 session we will delve into drinking 

water quality issues and discuss water as a 

beverage. The October 2 lecture will enable us to 

see the organizational complexity and politics of 

water production and delivery in the Santa 

Barbara area. And in the October 9 class we will 

study the nature of our drought and hear from 

an expert guest speaker on the role of climate 

change. All sessions will be structured with 

ample time for Q&A. 

 

Charles Hamilton began his career in public water 

utility management in 1982 with the Mesa Water 

District in Costa Mesa. He worked at the Camrosa 

Water District in Camarillo and at the East Contra 

Costa Irrigation District in Brentwood before becoming 

General Manager of the Carpinteria Valley Water 

District in May 1995, a position he held until July 

2016. He is currently an “extra help” employee of the 

Santa Barbara County Water Agency. He received his 

B.A. from Kalamazoo College and his M.P.I.A. degree 

from the University of Pittsburgh.  
. 

 

Hey Santa Barbara! Got Drinking Water?! 
Four Tuesdays: September 18 and 25, October 2 and 9 

1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Farrand Hall, Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 

2559 Puesta Del Sol, Santa Barbara 

VISTAS member price: $50; non-member price: $75 

Presented by: 

Charles Hamilton 

The Initiative/Referendum Process, Propositions on the November 

Ballot, and the Uniqueness of California Government and Policy 
Three Mondays: September 24, October 1 and 8 

1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Goleta Presbyterian Church 

6067 Shirrell Way, Goleta 

VISTAS member price: $35; non-member price: $52.50 

 

It is astonishingly easy to get your proposition 

on the California ballot. We’ll cover the 

specifics, why and how this is so, in this three-

session class. Twelve propositions are on the 

November 2018 ballot, and we will go over the 

background and particulars of each, particularly 

who gains and who loses and who is behind 

each proposition. We’ll look at any county-wide 

propositions on the ballot as well. We will also 

briefly cover—for both long-time residents and 

newcomers—what makes California’s govern-

ment unique compared with other states. We 

won’t be recommending either side on most 

propositions or candidates, but we will try to 

provide enough information for you to be a well-

informed citizen. 

 

Ted Anagnoson received his PhD in Political Science 

from the University of Rochester in upstate New York 

and taught at Cal State LA and UCSB for 40 years. 

He is professor emeritus in political science from  

Cal State LA. In retirement, he is the editor of the 

California State University Emeritus and Retired 

Faculty Association quarterly newsletter, a periodic 

visiting professor of political science at UCSB, and the 

immediate past president of VISTAS Lifelong Learning. 

 

Presented by: 

Ted Anagnoson 
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This course will examine the life of Alexander 

Hamilton and compare it with playwright/ 

star/director Lin-Manuel Miranda’s portrayal of 

him in the Broadway hit Hamilton. We’ll review 

historical material and illustrations, then discuss 

Miranda’s strikingly modern interpretation, 

featuring contemporary music and lyrics. Aspects 

of Hamilton’s life that will be covered include his 

youth in the West Indies as an orphan; his out-

standing military service during the Revolutionary 

War; his career as a successful attorney and 

member of Congress; his role as Secretary of the 

Treasury and Washington’s principal speech 

writer; and the chain of events that led to his 

death in the famous duel with Aaron Burr. 

Course enrollment will be limited to 50. 

 

A Stanford graduate, George received his PhD in 

History from UCSB in 1966. For more than 30 years, 

he taught at SBCC, including eight terms as Chair of 

the History Dept. He also was President of the SBCC 

Teachers’ Association for four terms. He is author or 

co-author of six books and numerous articles and 

reviews. Among many other honors, he received the 

Medal for Teaching Excellence from the National 

Institute for the Study of Development. A founding 

member of VISTAS, George has presented several 

courses and served as Curriculum Committee co-chair. 

 
Hamilton: The Man, the Myth, the Musical 
Three Mondays: October 15, 22, and 29 

1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Maravilla Theater 

5486 Calle Real, Goleta 

VISTAS member price: $35; non-member price: $52.50 
Presented by: 

George Frakes 

 

Written, Produced and Directed by Powell and Pressburger 

Three Wednesdays: September 26, October 3 and 10 

1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Farrand Hall, Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 

2559 Puesta Del Sol, Santa Barbara 

VISTAS member price: $35; non-member price: $52.50 

From 1939 to 1957, Michael Powell and Emeric 

Pressburger, two men from completely different 

backgrounds, formed the greatest creative part-

nership in the history of the British Cinema— 

The Archers. Their films were often controversial 

and several startled and enchanted cinema 

audiences with their use of color, form, and 

music. Noted filmmaker Martin Scorsese said, 

“When I saw the logo of The Archers appear on 

the screen I knew I was in for something quite 

unique and it would be very, very special.”  

 

We will view and discuss three Archers films— 

“A Matter of Life and Death” (1946), “Black 

Narcissus” (1947), and “The Red Shoes” (1948)—

and learn about Powell and Pressburger and 

their exceptional body of work.  

 

Mort and Judy are both native Chicagoans and gradu-

ates of Roosevelt U. in Chicago. Mort is a retired pub-

lisher of books (The Swallow Press) and games (FASA 

Corporation and others) and Judy is a retired museum 

administrator (Chicago Cultural Center and Chicago 

History Museum). Mort served as a member of the 

Chicago International Film Festival board and Judy 

served as chairman and member of the Joseph Jefferson 

Awards Committee (the Jeff Awards—Chicago’s equiv-

alent of the Tony Awards) and the Illinois Arts Council. 

 

Presented by: 

Judy and Mort 

Weisman 
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 Introducing African Art: Five Iconic Themes  
Three Fridays: October 26, November 2 and 9  

9:30 a.m. – 12 noon 

Veronica Springs Church 

949 Veronica Springs Road, Santa Barbara 

VISTAS member price: $35; non-member price: $52.50 
Presented by: 

Herbert M. (Skip) Cole 

This introduction to the arts of Africa explores 

five recurring iconic themes—archetypal subjects, 

really—that are culturally important in the lives of 

the people: (1) male and female couples, pairs, 

and/or twins, (2) the mother and child, (3) the 

heroic or forceful male, often with weapon, (4) the 

equestrian, and (5) the stranger, from a neigh-

boring people or from Euro-America. Objects 

portraying these themes are exceptionally diverse 

in type and in social, religious, and political 

contexts: from miniature brass castings used as 

counterweights in weighing gold, to numerous 

spiritual figures in shrines and masquerades, to 

palace house posts and royal regalia.  

Class participants will gain greater understand-

ing of these artistic themes if they read the book 

on which this course is based: Icons: Ideals and 

Powers in the Arts of Africa (Wash. DC: Smith-

sonian 1989, available through Amazon or Alibris. 
 

Herbert M. Cole (known to many as Skip) taught the 

history of African art at UCSB for 35 years. He 

conducted four years of fieldwork in Nigeria, Ghana, 

Ivory Coast, Mali, and Kenya, and wrote, co-wrote,  

or edited eleven books on African arts as wel  l as 60+ 

articles. He curated twelve African exhibitions, at the 

Smithsonian, LACMA, UCLA, the Mint Museum 

(Charlotte, NC), and UCSB. 

 
The Creative Heart in Action 
One Thursday: November 1 

1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Goleta Presbyterian Church 

6067 Shirrell Way, Goleta 

VISTAS member price: $18; non-member price: $27 

 

Using vivid illustrations from a wide variety of 

video clips—including animation, scientific 

insights, and true stories of empathic service—we 

will explore the potential in us all to improve the 

quality of American life. Discussion topics will 

likely include: our capacities for creativity and 

innovation; the potential for enhanced dialogue 

with others; and effective ways to strengthen 

community bonds of collaboration and trust. The 

video clips and stories we’ll share cover a wide 

range—from Bill Moyers drawing upon the 

wisdom of Thoreau to Wile E Coyote enacting the 

philosopher George Santayana’s view of the 

fanatic; from James Earl Jones speaking the poetic 

wisdom of Whitman to educators at an innovative 

school teaching about the mind and the heart. 

 

Paul Kaufman is co-author of  The Creative Spirit 

book and PBS series and producer/writer on the Peabody 

Award–winning series “The Public Mind.” He has 

produced numerous public television and human service 

documentaries and has been awarded a Cine Golden 

Eagle and first prize at the Palm Springs International 

Short Film Festival. Paul was Visiting Research 

Associate at Harvard’s Carpenter Center for the Visual 

Arts as well as a Senior Research Associate at Stanford, 

where he worked to create guidelines protecting public 

broadcasting from partisan political manipulation. 

Presented by: 

Paul Kaufman 

Photo 
to 

come 
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 From Life to Literature to Opera: 

The Opera Santa Barbara 2018–19 Season 
One Monday: November 5 

9:30 a.m. – 12 noon 

Goleta Library 

500 N. Fairview Avenue, Goleta 

VISTAS member price: $18; non-member price: $27 

 

VISTAS member and non-member price: $72 

 

of crowds 

 The Crucible. Robert Ward.  

Opera Santa Barbara, April 26 and 28, 2019. 

 

Bob Weinman received a B.S. degree from Cornell 

University in 1960, and a Ph.D. in Nuclear Physics 

from the California Institute of Technology in 1966. He 

worked as a rocket scientist for the Northrop Grumman 

Corporation until he retired in 1993. He currently 

volunteers as a videographer and music lecturer at the 

Music Academy of the West. He is also a member of the 

board of directors of Opera Santa Barbara. 

 

 A French novel tells of a loving couple who 

are the victims of their poverty 

La Bohème. Puccini.  

Opera Santa Barbara, November 9 and 11, 2018. 

 

 A Russian poem tells of a how a couple’s love 

is a victim of society and his arrogance 

 Eugene Onegin. Tchaikovsky. 

Opera Santa Barbara, March 1 and 3, 2019. 

 

 An American play tells of women who are 

victims of a popular delusion and the madness 

Presented by: 

Bob Weinman 

A Trip to Opera Santa Barbara: La Bohème 
One Sunday: November 11 

Pre-opera talk 1:45; curtain 2:30 p.m. 

Granada Theatre 

1214 State Street, Santa Barbara 

VISTAS member and non-member price:  $48 

 
especially artists and writers. In this magnificent 

opera, Puccini portrays the lives and loves of 

poor but aspiring artists around 1830 in Paris, 

France. A success from the beginning, La Bohème 

is one of the most frequently performed of all 

operas. It marks Puccini’s emergence as a fully 

mature and original composer and contains 

some of the most memorable arias and musical 

scenes in the entire operatic repertoire.  

  

A pre-performance talk is included in the ticket 

price. 

 

Come and enjoy! 

You are invited to our fourth annual “Sunday 

afternoon at the Opera.” We have reserved good 

orchestra seats for Opera Santa Barbara’s 

performance of La Bohème. 

 

La Bohème, an opera in four acts by the Italian 

composer Giacomo Puccini, premiered at the 

Teatro Regio in Turin, Italy, on February 1, 1896, 

and was conducted by the young Arturo 

Toscanini. The story, a sweetly tragic romance, 

was based on the episodic novel Scènes de la vie de 

bohème by the French writer Henri Murger. “La 

Bohème” means “Bohemian”—a term used to 

describe those of unconventional social habits, 

Coordinated  by: 

Doris Frey 
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What the Movies Didn’t Tell Us About WWII! 
Four Tuesdays: November 13, 20, 27 and December 4 

1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Veronica Springs Church 

949 Veronica Springs Road, Santa Barbara 

VISTAS member price: $50; non-member price: $75 

 

 

Coordinated by: 

Barbara Krahn 

Inspired by the Lynne Olson book Last Hope 

Island, thirteen VISTAS members will present 

aspects of World War II that are not commonly 

known. We’ll mainly be concerned with 

European countries invaded and occupied by the 

Nazi regime. Three of our presenters will talk 

about their families’ personal experiences while 

living under German occupation. Other team 

members will discuss resistance activities in 

France, Poland, the Netherlands, Belgium, and 

Norway. 

 

Recommended reading: Lynne Olson, Last Hope 

Island. Random House, 2017. 

Barbara Krahn is a retired educator (BS, MS) who has 

been a teacher of biological science and early childhood 

education. She is a longtime supporter of VISTAS.  

Previous VISTAS courses organized by Barbara 

include “The First Transcontinental Railroad” 

(2016), “Trails That Opened the West” (2015), and 

“Water: Our Thirsty World” (2010). 

 

Team members expected to act as co-presenters in this 

course are Ksenia Luchkowski, Marie-Paule Hajdu, 

Doris Frey, Lois Kaplan, Ted Anagnoson, Phil 

Sokolove, Robert Benham, Bill Blair, Owen Guitteau, 

Tom Wolfe, George Frakes, Tara Holbrook, and 

Sharon Alvarado. 
 

Santa Barbara History Along the Waterfront 
One Wednesday: December 12 

1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Farrand Hall, Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 

2559 Puesta Del Sol, Santa Barbara 

VISTAS member price: $18; non-member price: $27 

 

This beautifully illustrated presentation will 

cover the history of our Channel Islands, the 

construction of our harbor, the early bathhouses, 

the 1969 oil spill, Sambos Restaurants, the 

Chumash Indians, life at the missions, the Potter 

Hotel, Stearns Wharf (and the Dolphin 

Fountain), Lockheed aircraft, the 1925 earth-

quake, the Spanish colonial style of architecture, 

the Moreton Bay Fig Tree, the SB train station, 

and, finally, the Funk Zone. John provides 

fascinating facts and utilizes over 100 vintage 

photographs. People who have taken his tour—

either by walking it or listening to it—often 

comment on the level of detail that John presents. 

Presented  by: 

John Ummel 

Come find out why so many have found this 

presentation both entertaining and informative! 

 

John Ummel is a Santa Barbara resident who recently 

retired after serving as an auditor for a water agency 

in Northern California. With spare time on his hands, 

John developed a walking tour along Santa Barbara’s 

historical waterfront in June of 2017 and has since 

put his tour into a PowerPoint presentation, offering 

it to various senior facilities throughout Santa 

Barbara. John lives locally with his wife, Vicki.  

They have three married adult children and one  

new grandson. Besides history, John enjoys fishing, 

gardening, and beekeeping. 

.  
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VISTAS Bulletin Board 
 

Anyone who stops 

learning is old, whether 

at 20 or 80. Anyone who 

keeps learning stays 

young. The greatest 

thing in life is to keep 

your mind young. 

Henry Ford 

VISTAS VIPs handling the wine table at the Winter Social last 
January: Ernie Witham, this catalog’s cover photographer;  
Pat Sheppard, our incoming President; and Lynn Shively,  

our Business Manager, without whom VISTAS could not function. 

COFFEE, COOKIES,  AND CONVERSATION  
One of the most agreeable aspects of VISTAS classes is 
that they provide excellent opportunities to enhance 

our social connections as well as our intellect. Here, 
VISTAS members enjoy  a coffee break in the back garden 

at one of our new venues, the Veronica Springs Church. 
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VISTAS Bulletin Board 
 

Above: Jane and David DeSelm took us across the sea 
and back in time in a beautifully illustrated presentation 
on “Tunisia: From Hannibal to the Arab Spring.”  

Right: With his usual witty erudition, Dick Norwood 
(pictured with Jill Breedon, Curriculum Comm. co-chair), 

provided a fascinating look at the Industrial Revolution. 

Bob Weinman. 
“The Hollywood 
Musical Returns!” 
We listened. We 
sang. We smiled 

until our faces hurt. 

Below: Charlie Schneider with Derek Katz, 

Assoc. Prof. of Music History at UCSB, who 

presented an  excellent 3-session course on 

“Beethoven: Patrons, Players, and Posterity.” 
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   Upcoming VISTAS Courses 

Here are some of the courses/events now being planned or considered for our 2019 program: 

VISTAS Winter Social at the Music Academy of the West.  January 27, 2019 (tentative). This popular event 

kicks off the new season. As always, we’ll enjoy an excellent catered lunch — wine included! — as well as 

entertainment and socializing. 

Lesser-Known Heroes, Rascals, and Adventurers, presented by Gerry Corrigan and associates.  

Santa Barbara Museum of Art docents presentations: (1) Artists of the Golden West; (2) East Meets West: 

Japanese-Inspired Art; (3) Art of Devotion: Hindu, Jain, and Buddhist. 

Wagner’s Ring Cycle, presented by Professor Simon Williams.  

Annual Short Story Seminar, presented by Gene Waller. 

Kipling: Poet of the British Empire, presented by John Ledlie. 

Our Channel Islands: Topics related to cultural history and natural history, presented by a team of experts. 

Recent Supreme Court cases and constitutional law, presented by David Bisno. 

Lotusland, history of the Estate and its owners, a description of the living collection, and the significance of 

botanical gardens. 

Topic related to music, another in a series of excellent  courses presented by Derek Katz. 

Beauty, Sex, and Evolution: Darwin’s Theory of Sexual Selection, presented by Karl Hutterer. 

 

 

 

 
In Appreciation 

At their meeting in July, VISTAS Board members expressed their appreciation to outgoing 

VISTAS President Ted Anagnoson, presenting him with a cake and a poetic tribute composed 

Former president Lois Kaplan lauded his accomplishments, pointing by Ann Lewin-Benham. 

out that under his tenure, we increased the number, range of 

subjects, and quality of VISTAS classes. She also mentioned that 

his background as a professor of political science profession-

alized our operations. Most impressively, he improved our 

organization’s finances and got the backlog of State CT-1 

annual filings and payments from the beginning of VISTAS up 

to date. He participated in or attended most of the classes and 

was supportive of our presenters. He solved problems as they 

arose and helped establish policies, such as those involving 

political bias and impartiality, going forward. Under his 

leadership, unity and productivity of the Board of Directors 

and the Curriculum Committee were improved. He also was 

instrumental in the creation of our first VISTAS Course Catalog, 

among other PR and community outreach efforts. 

From all of us in the VISTAS family, THANK YOU, TED! 
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23228, Santa Barbara, CA 93121 

 

 

 

 

 

Applicants may register for VISTAS courses and activities in any ONE of the following three ways. 

 

1.  Send in the form on p. 18, with your check (please don’t forget to sign your check, and in the 

memo space please note which course(s) you are registering for); OR 

 

2. Fill in the registration form included on each course flyer, which will be sent (via email or post)  

to all VISTAS members in advance of each course; OR 

 

3. Register online using PayPal or a credit or debit card. Here’s how:  

 Go to www.vistaslifelonglearning.org. Click on the  “Upcoming Events” button. When you 

have chosen a course, use the small dropdown menu below the name of the course to select 

“Member” or “Nonmember.” Then click on the “Add to cart” button. 

 On the window that appears, you can edit your selection (change number of registrants, or 

delete the selection), then click on either “Continue shopping” or “PayPal Check out” or 

“Check out” (Pay without a PayPal account). 

 If you select “PayPal Check out,” a new window will open in which you can enter your 

PayPal member ID and password. 

 When entering your information in PayPal, please look for the line that says “Instructions to 

Merchant” or “Instructions from Buyer” and be sure to enter your phone number and, if 

appropriate, the name(s) of any other person(s) you are enrolling, if doing so for more than 

just yourself. If you don’t see a place to enter that information, please send a list with the 

names of other people you are enrolling, along with your name and number, to our 

Business Manager, Lynn Shively (vistas@silcom.com). 

  

 

 

 

Upcoming VISTAS Courses 

Here are some of the courses/events now being planned or considered for our Fall 2018 program: 

VISTAS Annual Fall Picnic at Tuckers Grove. Renew your VISTAS friendships  — and perhaps make some new 

ones! Enjoy an excellent catered lunch — wine included! Learn about our Fall schedule of courses! 

The Peace Corps Experience, presented by David and Jane DeSelm.  

The Archers: Some of the Best Films You Probably Don’t Know, presented by Mort Weisman. Screening of 

films plus discussion. 

1848:  A Year of Destiny, presented by P. J. Ryan. 

Getting Your ZZZZZs: A Prescription for Better Sleep, presented by Dr. Daniel Lewin. 

 

 

 

Applicants may register for VISTAS courses and activities in any ONE of the following three 

ways. 

 

 

1.  Send in the form on p. 18, with your check (please don’t forget to sign your check, and 

in the memo space of your check please note which course(s) you are registering for). 

OR 

 

2. Fill in the registration form included on each course flyer, which will be sent (via email 

or post) to all VISTAS members in advance of each course. 

OR 

 

3. Register online using PayPal or a credit or debit card. Here’s how:  

 

 Go to www.vistaslifelonglearning.org. Click on the  “Upcoming Events” button. When 

you have chosen a course, use the small dropdown menu below the name of the 

course to select “Member” or “Nonmember.” Then click on the “Add to cart” 

button. 

 

 On the window that appears, you can edit your selection (change number of 

registrants, or delete the selection), then click on either “Continue shopping” or 

“PayPal Check out” or “Check out” (Pay with a credit or debit card without a 

PayPal account). 

 

 If you select “PayPal Check out,” a new window will open in which you can enter 

your PayPal member ID and password. 

 

 When entering your information in PayPal, please look for the line that says 

“Instructions to Merchant” or “Instructions from Buyer” and be sure to enter your 

phone number and, if appropriate, the name(s) of any other person(s) you are 

enrolling, if doing so for more than just yourself. If you don’t see a place to enter 

that information, please send a list with the names of other people you are 

enrolling, along with your name and number, to our Business Manager, Lynn 

Shively (vistas@silcom.com). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO REGISTER FOR VISTAS EVENTS AND COURSES 
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REGISTRATION FORM 

Name(s)   ________________________________________________________________________________  

Mailing address   __________________________________________________________________________  

City  ______________________________________________   State  ____________  Zip  ______________   

Telephone   ____________________________  Email   ________________________________________  

 

 

 No. of Member No. of Non-memb. 

COURSES/ACTIVITIES registrants rate registrants rate Subtotal 

VISTAS Annual Fall Picnic  ______  @ $30 +  _______  @ $30 =  ________  

Nonfiction Book Club  ______  @ $25 (available to members only) =  ________  

Documentary Film Club  ______  @ $25 +  _______  @ $30 =  ________  

Hey Santa Barbara! Got Drinking Water?!  ______  @ $50 +  _______  @ $75 =  ________  

The Initiative/Referendum Process and 

 Propositions on the Nov. 2018 Ballot  ______  @ $35 +  _______  @ $52.50 =  ________  

Written, Produced and Directed by 

 Powell and Pressburger  ______  @ $35 +  _______  @ $52.50 =  ________  

Hamilton: The Man, the Myth, the Musical  ______  @ $35 +  _______  @ $52.50 =  ________  

Introducing African Art: Five Iconic Themes  ______  @ $35 +  _______  @ $52.50 =  ________  

The Creative Heart in Action  ______  @ $18 +  _______  @ $27 =  ________  

From Life to Literature to Opera: 

 The Opera Santa Barbara 2018–19 Season  ______  @ $18 +  _______  @ $27 =  ________  

A Trip to Opera SB: La Bohème  ______  @ $48 +  _______  @ $48 =  ________  

What the Movies Didn’t Tell Us About WWII  ______  @ $50 +  _______  @ $75 =  ________  

Santa Barbara History Along the Waterfront  ______  @ $18 +  _______  @ $27 =  ________  

 GRAND TOTAL  $   ________  

 

Please mail this form and your check (payable to Vistas Lifelong Learning) to: 

VISTAS Lifelong Learning, P.O. Box 23228, Santa Barbara, CA 93121 

Note: When enrolling more than one person, please include a list of the names of those enrolling in each course. 
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VISTAS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019 

 
Name   ____________________________________________________________________  

Name   ___________________________________________________________________  

 

Address   _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

City / State / Zip   ________________________________________________________________________  

 

Phone      ____________________  Email    ____________________________________  

Phone      ____________________  Email    ____________________________________  

 

Individual annual membership: $45 (or $35 if you agree to receive  

 all VISTAS communications by email) $  ___________________  

Household annual membership: $65 (or $55 if you agree to receive 

 all VISTAS communications by email) $  ___________________  

VISTAS is also delighted to accept your tax-deductible  

501(c)(3) supporter donation in any amount. A receipt will be sent  

to you for your tax purposes. $  ___________________  

 

  TOTAL $  ___________________  

 

TO PAY, YOU MAY: 

  EITHER mail this completed form along with your check to: 

VISTAS Lifelong Learning Check  

P.O. Box 23228 number  

Santa Barbara, CA 93121  _____________  

  OR pay online on our website by secure credit card through PayPal: 

www.vistaslifelonglearning.org 

 

 
        

 

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: Please remember to sign your check; and in the memo 

space on your check, indicate what it is for (e.g., annual membership, or name(s) of 

course(s)). Also, please write your check number on this form. And finally, please submit 

the membership forms at their full original size; do not cut them down to a smaller size.  

MEMBER 1 

MEMBER 2 

MEMBER 1 

MEMBER 2 2 

1 
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  VOLUNTEER FOR VISTAS! 
 
VISTAS NEEDS YOUR HELP!  We need volunteers to do a wide variety of tasks. They vary in 

frequency and may be one-time-only events, monthly commitments, or something weekly for a 

period of time.  Please look over the list below and consider volunteering your time.  

Name ____________________________________________________________________________  

Phone  _________________________________  Email ___________________________________  

 _____  Apply to serve on the Curriculum Committee. 

 _____  Apply to serve on the Board of Directors. 

 _____  Assist with refreshments at seminars by bringing a baked good or other refreshment, or by 

substituting for someone and picking up coffee. 

 _____  Join the technology group to assist with setting up the computer and projector before (and 

remain on call during) the presentations. 

 _____  Share your expertise or interests by becoming a course presenter. Topic(s) you are interested in:  

  ________________________________________________________________________________  

 _____  Provide transportation for someone who needs a ride to a specific class (you’ll be asked 

whether the particular class and ride will work for you). 

 

Please mail this form to: VISTAS Lifelong Learning, P.O. Box 23228, Santa Barbara, CA 93121-3228. 

 

 

Thank you! 
A huge THANK YOU to the following VISTAS members who have contributed financially to our  

nonprofit organization from April through mid-July, 2018. We appreciate EVERY contribution. 
 

  

 

    

 

Don & Barbara Margerum 

Lyn McCabe 

George & Dona McCauley 

Sue Mellor 

Susan Millhollan 

Brigid Mills 

Ed & Barbara Mullen 

Dick & Anne Norwood 

Don & Jan O’Dowd 

Patricia Poilé 

Ted & Louise Anagnoson 

Robert & Ann Benham 

Jorgia Bordofsky 

Jill Breedon 

James Conger 

George Frakes 

Jacqueline Huth 

Joan Jacobs 

Lois Kaplan 

Jean Keely 

VISTAS Lifelong Learning, Inc. is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation. 

Robin Rickershauser 

Howard Scar 

Maryan Schall 

Pat Sheppard & 

Ernie Witham 

Bob & Linda Short 

Diane Sidon 

Phillip Sokolove 

Phil Van Horn 

Judy & Mort Weisman 
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   We Remember    
 

Joan Jennings spent most of her life in Montecito and Santa Barbara. She attended 

Santa Barbara High School, where she met her husband, Allen Jennings, longtime 

owner of Jennings Auto-Marine. Joan was an organizer extraordinaire who helped 

plan SBHS reunions for more than seventy years, keeping friends connected and 

maintaining many lifelong friendships. Joan was an active member of the 

community, often attending City Council meetings and regularly expressing her 

opinions through letters to the editor. She was an active participant at many local 

meetings regarding preservation of Santa Barbara history and culture as well as the 

support and safety of young children. She spent most of her life volunteering in the community and was 

on the founding board of CALM (Child Abuse Listening Mediation). She enjoyed serving for many years 

as a “pink lady” at Cottage Hospital and was very active for almost thirty years in the local school 

district, serving several terms as PTA president and holding various PTA Board positions. Joan was a 

bright and gracious lady whose smiling presence will be remembered by her many friends in VISTAS.  

 

Michael Rodrigue, a member of our VISTAS family, grew up in Santa Barbara, having moved here with 

his parents from the Bay Area as a young boy. He attended Laguna Blanca School prior to enrolling in 

Stanford University. After service as a lieutenant in the U.S. Army’s Counterintelligence Corps, he 

returned to Stanford to earn an MBA degree. He then came back to Santa Barbara, where he worked for 

many years as an account executive and stockbroker as well as manager of trust fund accounts. As a 

community volunteer, he donated his time and efforts as a trustee for the Santa Barbara Historical 

Museum, Laguna Blanca School, Santa Barbara Botanic Garden, Santa Barbara chapter of the American 

Red Cross, and Friends of the Montecito Library. He enjoyed playing tennis and golf and was a longtime 

member of the Santa Barbara Club. Mike and wife, Joann, were active VISTAS members, enrolling in 

many classes after his retirement nearly 12 years ago.  

Ethel was born in Brooklyn, NY, and moved at age 9 with her parents and her 

younger sister to a small chicken farm in Malaga, NJ. She married Howard Scar 1958 

and they moved to the San Fernando Valley the same year. Always eager to learn, 

Ethel went back to school and earned a bachelor’s degree at Cal State Northridge. 

When her children started school she returned to work as a social worker. For many 

years, she worked at the Motion Picture and Television Fund. Upon retirement, 

Howard and Ethel moved to Montecito and became active in the community. She 

was a docent at both Casa del Herrero and the Santa Barbara Courthouse. She also 

organized and participated in several book clubs and salons and walked daily. Ethel took acting lessons 

and realized a lifelong goal when she appeared in several local productions, including memorable 

performances at the VISTAS Winter Social. Ethel had a big heart and a beautiful smile and had that rare 

combination of kindness, intelligence, and keen interest in the world that attracted all who knew her. 

 

 

 Michael Rodrigue  

 Ethel Scar  

 Joan Liecty Jennings 
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Classrooms and Locations 
  

Most VISTAS classes meet at one of the following locations: 
  

MARAVILLA THEATER, 5486 Calle Real, Goleta.  

Directions: Take 101 to Patterson; turn north, toward the mountains. The first left is Calle Real. Go 

approximately one-half mile on Calle Real to Maravilla Retirement Community. Turn right into the 

community. Please park in guest spots or any spot not marked with a residence number. Maravilla 

Theater is to the left of the putting green; walk down the hallway past the Valencia room and take 

the first elevator on the left to the second floor. Please note that parking is limited at Maravilla; 

carpooling is strongly encouraged. 

 

SANTA BARBARA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, 2559 Puesta del Sol, Santa Barbara. 

Directions: Take 101 to Mission Street; turn northeast, toward the mountains. Where Mission 

Street ends, turn left on Laguna Street. When you reach the Mission, turn right on Los Olivos/ 

Mission Canyon. Turn left on Las Encinas, then left again on Puesta del Sol and enter the Museum 

parking lot. (Alternatively, you can take Foothill and turn south on Mission Canyon, then turn 

right on Las Encinas and left on Puesta del Sol.) Enter the museum through the main entrance and  

proceed to Farrand Hall. Museum employees can direct you if necessary. Look for the VISTAS sign. 

 

VERONICA SPRINGS CHURCH, 949 Veronica Springs Road, Santa Barbara. 

Directions: Take 101 to Las Positas; turn south, away from the mountains. Take a right at the first 

light, which is Modoc Road. At the top of the hill, turn left onto Veronica Springs Road. At the stop 

sign, bear left and immediately jog right into the Veronica Springs Church parking lot. Park at the 

top, toward the left, and walk up the stairs (or up the sloping walkway to the left); proceed past 

the church office and back to the meeting room, Fellowship Hall. 

 

GOLETA BRANCH LIBRARY, 500 N. Fairview Avenue, Goleta. 

We use the multipurpose room. Look for the VISTAS sign outside, or just go in the main entrance 

and turn left. VISTAS members are requested to park in the back lot of the Christian Science Church at 

480 N. Fairview and walk next door to the Library. If mobility is a problem, you may use the library lot. 

Directions: Take 101 to Fairview; turn north, toward the mountains. Go 0.4 of a mile. Once you go 

through the light at Berkeley, the next driveway on the right is the Christian Science Church 

parking lot; the one after that is the parking lot for the library. 

 

GOLETA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 6067 Shirrell Way, Goleta. [Not on the map on the next page.] 

Directions: Take 101 to the Fairview exit and turn toward the mountains on Fairview. Pass the 

shopping center on the left and then turn left on Shirrell Way. The church parking lot at 6067 will 

be on the left. 
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Classrooms and Locations 
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